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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE RE-ENTRY OF SATURN FIVE SECOND STAGE 

1. EMBASSY HAS BEEN QUERIED BY FONOFF STA AND PRESS ABOUT REPORTS, 
APPEARING IN MOST LOCAL PAPERS JANUARY 7, OR MARSHALL SPACE 
FLIGHT CENTER REPORT THAT SECOND STAGE OF SATURN FIVE ROCKET 
LAUNCHED IN MAY 1973 MAY RE-ENTER EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE ABOUT 
JANUARY 10. REPORT HAS AROUSED CONCERN BECAUSE OF LARGE SIZE 

OF ROCKET (20 TONS) AND NASA REPORT THAT HALF OF VEHICLE MAY 
SURVIVE HEAT OF RE-ENTRY. STORIES STATED US HAD INFORMED 
UN SECURITY COUNCIL OF EXPECTED RE-ENTRY. 

2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE. ANY DETAILS ON EXPECTED 
LOCATION OF IMPACT AND SIZE OR NATURE OF FRAGMENTS WOULD BE 
PARTICULARLY HELPFUL. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS FIRM INFORMATION 
NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL TRAJECTORY OF RE-ENTRY IS BETTER ESTABLISHED, 
BUT CONFIRMATION OF STORY AND FURTHER DETAILS AT EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE TIME ARE REQUESTED. 
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